98 I Livestock

of Technology Assessment, 1987). Private organizations actively in-
volved in conservation efforts in the United States include the Ameri-
can Minor Breeds Conservancy, which has pioneered practical pro-
grams. Researchers affiliated with universities and agricultural experiment
stations help to identify genetic resources or to maintain, and develop
germplasm resources, although not as much as breed associations or
private industries do (Office of Technology Assessment, 1987).

Some developing countries, such as Argentina, Brazil, China, and
India, have developed national strategies and established programs
in the past 10 to 15 years. They are generally larger countries with
many landraces, administrative and scientific infrastructures, trained
personnel, and other resources. The following sections briefly sum-
marize examples of public and private programs around the world.

Hungary

Preservation of old breeds started in Hungary in the 1950s as the
result of individual efforts to save the last animals of traditional breeds.
In 1973 the Hungarian Ministry of Agriculture and Food assigned
responsibility for maintaining declining breeds to the Institute for
Animal Breeding and Feed Control. The institute's program has fo-
cused on endangered, traditional Hungarian livestock populations,
including Hungarian Grey Steppe cattle, Mangalica pigs, Racka sheep,
and Curly Feathered (Sebastapol) geese. With financial support from
the government, state farms and cooperative farms have been main-
taining noncommercial herds. Cryogenic germplasm banks have also
been established for current use and as long-term stores. The re-
search program associated with the preserved herds and flocks has
included studies on the evolution and genetic structure of the breeds
and evaluations under present production conditions (Maijala et al.,
1984).

Hortobagy National Park, located in east central Hungary, is one
of the most effective examples of a national or state park established
as a conservation area to preserve national or regional rare breeds
(Henson, 1990). The conservation program at the park includes the
protection of indigenous plants and wildlife as well as the perpetua-
tion of regional skills and traditions of the plains farmers and their
traditional breeds. The conservation program has its own state-funded
budget, land at the park, and maintenance staff. Close links exist
with university personnel, who control the breeding program and
use the animals in extensive research. The park derives a portion of
its budget from tourists.